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Scene 1 (PRESENT DAY)

From the opening title, we dissolve to the conference room of a manufacturing 

plant. Mike Hendricks is the plant production manager, and he and two of his 

employees, Bill and Tina, are gathered around a table, and the meeting is in

progress..

BILL:

I’m going to need extra help in the warehouse tomorrow

to handle the McFadden shipment.

MIKE:

I’ll see what I can do to get you a couple of extra hands…

Another of Mike’s employees enters the room and slips into a chair. He’s an 

older man rather taciturn and cynical. He’s seen many management 

philosophies come and go.

TOM:

(Almost mumbling) Sorry I’m late…corrugator’s acting up again.

MIKE:

(To Tom) You can fill me in after the meeting. (To the group) 

OK, let’s move on to the next piece of business. Beginning with 

today, we’re going to start doing roof inspections once a week. 

(He passes out some papers) The Division has sent us some 

materials they want us to use...

TOM:

You gotta be kidding...

Bill and Tina exchange glances and Bill fiddles with his pencil with an air of 

urgency. Tom looks stone-faced. Mike sees the reaction.

MIKE:

It’ll be on a rotational basis, so it won’t take a lot of your time.

BILL:

(Shaking his head in disgust) Those guys at corporate…

TINA:

(Checking her watch) Oh gosh, I forgot to tell Dave to order

 some extra propane tanks when the supplier comes in this

 morning!
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Mike tries again.

MIKE:

I know you’re all busy and under a lot of pressure

right now. I wouldn’t ask you to do this if I weren’t

behind it a hundred percent.

(He looks around the room)  Now, anybody

familiar with the term “dead load?”

TOM:

(Being a smart aleck) Yeah, I think he quit last

summer! (Bill and Tina snicker)

BILL:

I think it means the weight of the roof.

MIKE:

As well as anything else attached to it. A live load, on the 

other hand, may be placed on the structure temporarily…

like snow, or rain. A roof can support both a dead load and

a live load. But if you exceed 125% of the live load, you’re

at a severe risk for collapse.

TINA:

But how do you know when you’ve exceeded whatever

the live load is?

MIKE:

You don’t need to worry about it right now. What’s most 

important is to know the live load is what causes the problem.

Weekly inspections will help us be better prepared to deal

with that kind of situation.

TOM:

(Still being a smart aleck) OK, OK, so once a week

we’ll go up and see if the roof is flat...

MIKE:

(Thoughtfully) We can joke about it now, but you folks weren’t 

around five years ago, so let me tell you about something that

happened here.

IT COULD HAPPEN TO ME


Draft 3

Writer: Beverly Greifendorff


Company: Weyerhaeuser


Scene 2 (FIVE YEARS EARLIER)

Dissolve to Mike relaxing at home. It’s evening, and Mike is engrossed in

a TV program. The phone rings several times, then we hear his wife’s voice 

from another room.

ANN (VO):

Mike, can you get that? I’m in the middle of something 

in the kitchen!

Mike picks up the phone. It’s Alan, one of his employees and head of maintenance 

for the plant.

MIKE:
Hello? (Recognizing the caller) Hey, Alan! (he pauses to 

listen)  Don’t worry about the time--it’s almost Monday anyway! 

(A look of stunned disbelief crosses his face) What…when did

it happen? How bad is it? Is anybody hurt? (he looks agonized).
Look, I’ll be there as fast as I can. Start calling as many of

the crew as you can and tell them to get over there.

Mike hurriedly grabs his coat, hat, gloves and scarf and goes out the door. 

His wife comes to the front of the house to see what’s happening.

ANN:

Mike? Where are you going?

MIKE:

Something’s happened at the plant. I’ll call you later!

Scene 3

Dissolve to Mike outside on cell phone talking to his wife. We see the reflection 

of flashing red lights in a nearby window, and hear the sounds of voices and other .

MIKE:

Joey Bernadino and Sherry Smith were both hurt pretty bad…

pinned under the first beam when it fell. The others were hit by 

debris when the roof caved in. Machines 1 and 3 look like 

a total loss, and the whole area is pretty well flooded. We won’t

really know how bad the situation is until they get sprinkler 

system shut down. One of the gas mains may be leaking, too...

Don’t wait up for me. I’ll be home when I can.

He hangs up the phone and steps out of the booth. We hear the hiss of 

steam and dripping water.

MIKE (VO):

Then I went to check on the warehouse. I remember I kept 

asking myself, “How could this have happened? Here? To us?”
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Scene 4

Dissolve through to Mike in the morning light picking his way through some wet rubble. The scene dissolves to a series of actual photos from the Closter plant taken after the roof fell in.

MIKE (VO):

The next morning I saw the full amount of the damage, and

my heart sank. Forty thousand square feet of roof gone. 

People hurt, equipment ruined, production completely shut

down. 

Scene 5 (PRESENT DAY)

Dissolve back to Mike with his staff in the conference room.

MIKE:

When it happened, I’d been production manager for less 

than a year. Best job I’d ever had. But after the accident, I 

found myself wondering if somehow it was partly my fault. 

Maybe I’d missed something I shouldn’t have. But the place

was going on 35 years old, so I figured maybe things were 

just wearing out.

BILL:

I heard this story from a guy who was here when it happened.

He said it was pretty horrible.

MIKE:

(Nodding) Right afterwards we started doing inspections with 

the roofing contractor twice a year and structural inspections

every five years. (Shifting gears) Now earlier we were talking 

about live loads caused by snow and rain. Most roof failures 

are caused by snow, but rain can cause roof failure too.

Mike walks to an easel with some diagrams and writing:: “Boards on Joists”, 

“Steel Frame Roof”, “Metal Construction”.

MIKE:

Most snow and rain-loading collapses happen on flat

roofs with a grade of one percent or less. The structures 

most at risk have lighter weight construction like 

boards-on-joists, steel frame roofs or all metal construction.
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TOM:

But don’t those have to meet building codes?

MIKE:

They almost always meet building codes and aren’t

considered weak or defective. 

TINA:

OK, but our plant has a wood frame, and that’s supposed be

stronger—what happened?

MIKE:
Good point. There used to be an electrical transformer 

hung on one of the beams. One of the things we 

discovered was the that weakened the beams, and 

the heat it radiated made the wood brittle. The wood was 

also been treated with fire retardant, and we now know 

that can cause wood to deteriorate. The transformer was 

attached at an improper location, so the structure was

compromised even further.

TOM:

So the transformer caused the roof to fall…

MIKE:

That was only part of the reason.

Scene 6 (5 YEARS EARLIER)

Cut to Mike looking out window then going into locker room. Tony, a maintenance employee, is hurriedly putting stuff away in his locker and putting on his coat.

MIKE (VO):

It started snowing on Friday morning. The prediction was 

for six to eight inches, which is a pretty good snowfall. But 

we’d had such a bad winter already that it didn’t seem too 

serious. Still I thought I could get one of the guys to help out.

MIKE:

Hey, Tony, you got a minute?

TONY:

(In an obvious hurry) Yeah, sure…what’s up?
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MIKE:

You interested in some O.T. tonight? The snow’s starting 

to drift in a few places on the roof, and it would only take a 

couple of...

TONY:

Sorry but I gotta pick my brother up at the airport, and I’m 

already late getting out of here. Look, I did O.T. last weekend 

when the flexo machine was down, and another night this 

week!

Mike gives in reluctantly as Tony picks up his things and leaves.

MIKE (VO):

He had a point. It had been a busy week. One of our guys 

had been out sick for three days, and we had a visit from a 

division vice-president that took up the better part of two days.

Dissolve to Mike as he walks out of the plant and leaves for the weekend.

MIKE (VO):

I figured it’d probably be OK. But as it turned out the 

out the snow fell all day Saturday, too.

Scene 7 (LATER THAT EVENING)

Dissolve back to Mike as he was in the opening scene, watching TV at home. 

We repeat the beginning of the opening scene as the phone rings and see a brief 

reprise of the opening shots of the disaster.

MIKE (VO):

It finally stopped after twenty inches had fallen. Sunday 

night, one of the beams gave way, and, well, my life 

changed forever.
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