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Historical shots of Mount
20 years ago today, Mount St. Helens erupted with a 

St. Helens ash plume


fury. The blast destroyed 150,000 acres, killed 57 people 

and sent mud and debris down into the surrounding valleys.

In a matter of minutes, the tall fir and cedar forests were

struck down, an entire ecosystem totally devastated.

Aerial shots of lunar-like

The desolation is still clear to the naked eye—from the

landscape

barren moonscape where once green forests stood to the 

Aerial view of dome

shattered dome of Mount St. Helens itself.

Aerial shot of Spirit Lake
At Spirit Lake, millions of trees were washed down the

with floating logs





surrounding slopes from tidal waves that occurred when

landslides suddenly filled the lake. Those logs can still be 

seen floating there today.

Aerial view of demarcation
But the area has made an astounding comeback. After

area





the eruption, some lands were replanted and were

replanted and others left alone to return through natural

processes.

Aerial shot of Mount St.
Now area visitors can witness the destructive power of the 

Helens Forest Learning 
eruption and the emerging forest at the newly opened 

Center

Mount St. Helens Forest Learning Center.

Center exterior with elk

The Weyerhaeuser Company, along with the Washington

statue

State Department of Transportation and the Rocky

Mountain Elk Foundation, have combined forces in a unique

public and private partnership of the center.
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Shots of the grand opening
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--more than a partnership between state government and
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humankind and nature
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--Forest Learning Center will illustrate the lessons that forests continue to provide
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Rocky Mountain Elk

--Partnership between corporation and conservation are 

Foundation


increasingly critical to habitat preservation.

--Visitors to the center will have a unique opportunity to observe elk in their natural environment

Shot of entrance hall

Viewers to the Learning Resource Center begin by stepping

CU blast zone on diorama 

WS diorama


into an exhibit showing the forest as it was before the eruption.

Shot of Eruption Chamber and
Then they move into the “eruption chamber” where they

wall-to-wall video display

experience the eruption re-created through a high-tech video

presentation.

Shot of salvage display with
From there visitors will see what was involved in the salvage

mannequins





operation when up to 600 log trucks a day of downed timber





were salvaged.

Shots of reforestation exhibit 
Other displays show the challenges involved in re-planting
with CU of seedling

18,0000  trees one by one, a process that took seven years to 

complete.

Shots of helicopter cockpit 
Kids can climb into a real helicopter cockpit and take a simulated 

and kids. Film is displayed

outside cockpit window

tour of the blast zone and see rebirth of the forest. 
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Shot of Resource
Visitors will finish with a look at the importance of resource 

Conservation exhibit

conservation and recycling.
Shot of Toutle River

The Toutle River mud flow is now a refuge for elk and other

wildlife, thanks in part to the replanting of the forests.

Aerial shot of Mount St.

The Learning Resource Center is an important symbol of the

Helens Learning Resource

Center showing ridge 

partnership between nature and man. Nowhere is it more 

location

Shots of beaver dams and
apparent than in the return of once ​vanished wildlife. From elk

elk herd feeding on grass. 

Shot of Mt. St. Helens

to beaver habitat to majestic bald eagles, the forests are alive.

again in Mount St. Helens’ mighty shadow.

